PHIL 4357 : The Thought of Karol Woijtyla (Saint John Paul II)

The course will present a holistic understanding of the thought of Karol Wojtyla (Saint John Paul II). Although
the emphasis is placed upon the philosophical aspect of his work, the course will allow the student to explore
the literary, mystical, and theological contributions to his philosophical thinking and writing, as well to consider
the social and political applications of his thought as well. The special philosophical achievement of Karol
Woijtyla pertains to his blending of the philosophy Aristotle and St. Thomas Aquinas with the phenomenological
approach of Max Scheler and the personalism of Kant. His philosophical synthesis brings great insight and
argument for the dignity of the person, the special character of love and marriage, work and society, politics
and human rights, the existence of God and humanism. Readings will include selections from his drama and
poetry, his writings on John of the Cross, essays on Scheler, Kant, and Thomism, and portions of his great
works the Acting Person, and Love and Responsibility.
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