EDUC 6355 : Principalship in Catholic Education

This course will provide an overview of the role of the Catholic school principal as spiritual, educational, and
managerial leader in the elementary, middle/intermediate, or high school setting. Exercises will be provided in
decision making, maintaining required documents, and strategic planning, similar to what principals encounter
on site. Special attention will be given to instructional supervision, instructional evaluation, and professional
development, with an emphasis on the integration of Catholic identity in the curriculum. An overview of the
Catholic school system, primarily within the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, will also be provided. Other
private school systems are to be explored as necessary. Students will also delve into how the principal relates
to teachers, pastors, parents, and the larger community. The course will presume an understanding of the
distinctive nature and unique mission of Catholic schools and therefore seek to prepare the principal for
effectiveness and success within this context.
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